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THERE ARE TWO NORTH POLES 

Did you know there are actually two North Poles? One of them is the 

Geographic North Pole; the point of the axis around which the earth spins. 

The other one is the Magnetic north pole; where all compass needles 

point. 

 

 
…AND ONE OF THEM IS MOVING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The magnetic north pole – along with the magnetic south pole – are the 
ends of the magnetic field which goes around the earth. There are many 
different sources of magnetic activity around and on the planet, and these 
fields are created by magnetic elements in the earth’s fluid outer core. 
This molten rock does not align perfectly with the axis around which the 
earth spins. All those influencing factors combined create the north and 
south attractions at each spot on the globe. The actual strength and 
direction of north is somewhat varying everywhere, but it is always 
towards the top of the globe. 
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MAGNETIC DECLINATION 

The difference between the north geographic pole and the north magnetic 

pole is called magnetic declination, or just declination. This is an 

important factor to take into consideration when using a map and a 

compass. 
 
CONSTANTLY CHANGING 
Depending on where you are on earth, the angle of declination will be 
different. From some locations, the geographic and magnetic poles are 
aligned and declination is minimal, but from other spots, the angle 
between the two poles is fairly large. In areas with significant declination, 
adjustments must be made to walk a correct bearing. Information 
concerning magnetic declination is found on the topographic map. The 
declination itself changes just a little, each year. This means using an old 
map could point in a direction several degrees wrong, and it is crucial to 
find accurate information for your location. 
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DECLINATION ADJUSTMENT 

On many of our compasses, you can compensate for magnetic declination 

by using the fixed declination correction scale inside the capsule. 

Some of our compasses are equipped with an adjustment screw for 

compensating the declination more permanently. A small screwdriver can 

be found inside the safety release of the included lanyard. 
 

 


